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TERRORISM (EXTRAORDINARY POWERS) BILL 2005 
Third Reading 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Leader of the House) [12.15 pm]:  On behalf of the Minister for Police and 
Emergency Services, I move - 

That the bill be now read a third time. 

The Minister for Police and Emergency Services, who is responsible for this bill, apologises that she has had to 
attend the Australian police ministers’ conference in another state.  She really wanted to be here, because she 
saw the third reading as an opportunity to thank people who have put a lot of work into preparing this legislation.  
She has asked me to put on record her sincere debt of gratitude to Assistant Commissioner Dave Caporn, Mr 
Malcolm Penn and Mr Peter Sawyer, who assisted in many ways with the bill, particularly in its passage through 
this chamber.  Also on behalf of the minister, I thank the opposition, which has been supportive and cooperative 
in making sure the bill was not delayed.  The member for Girrawheen did a great deal of work in the early 
stages, in helping to prepare this matter within the government and then ensuring that the drafting complied with 
the policy position adopted by the government.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Don’t I crack a mention? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The member for Hillarys, as the opposition police spokesman, does need to be 
commended.  He gave his support, although not in a way that went to the lengths to which it could have gone if 
he really wanted to.  On behalf of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, I thank all those involved and 
commend the bill to the house.  

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [12.17 pm]:  I assure the house that my speech on the third reading will be very 
brief.  This will be the second time the Minister for Police and Emergency Services has apologised to me this 
week, and I am happy to accept that apology and move on.  The opposition, not only me but also my colleagues, 
has been extremely cooperative with this very important bill.  A reasonable though not excessive amount of time 
was used for second reading contributions, predominantly on this side of the house.  The same applied to the 
consideration in detail stage.  I place on record my thanks to the minister for being prepared to compromise on 
the amendments that both she and I put forward.  We have probably achieved far better legislation that is more 
acceptable to not only both sides of this house, but also the people of Western Australia.  We have tried to ensure 
that safeguards are put in place in such a draconian bill.  That is not meant as a criticism, but it is a fair 
description.  This is probably one of the most draconian bills to have come into this Parliament, because it deals 
with something that the world has come to accept, regrettably; that is, acts of terrorism.  This bill is probably 
only the first step in counter-terrorism.  Amendments will come forward at a later stage, once the Council of 
Australian Governments meeting has agreed on a more uniform response throughout the nation.  We are giving 
our police extraordinary but very necessary powers.  Such draconian and extraordinary powers have not been 
given to police before, even during war time.   

I am confident that the Commissioner of Police, his most senior officers and indeed even ordinary constables, if I 
can call them that, will carry out their duties responsibly and with due diligence, and that they will respect 
members of the public as they deserve, other than those who take part in the planning, funding, organising and 
carrying out of terrorist attacks.  Everybody in this house will have seen the horrific scenes in New York, 
Madrid, London, Bali and other areas throughout the world from the dreadful attacks carried out by heinous 
people.  These things have been done in the name of some sort of religion.  The people involved are fanatics.  
However, I do not believe that they represent the mainstream religion that they say they represent.  It hurts me 
greatly to see graphic pictures on television of the horrific injuries that are caused to innocent people from these 
attacks, as do the deaths of people from these attacks.  I can find no place in my heart to forgive the people who 
carry out these atrocities.  Some people might think I am very hard, but that is for them to judge.  I can find no 
forgiveness for the people who plan and carry out such atrocious actions with the sole aim of killing and 
maiming as many innocent people as possible.  They do not care whether they hurt men, women or children.  
They carry out these atrocities indiscriminately in the most built-up areas they can find to maximise the number 
of deaths and casualties that they can cause, as we have clearly seen from incidents throughout the world.   
The Minister for Police and Emergency Services and the Premier have claimed responsibility for this bill.  They 
have taken a very active part in administering and furthering not only the bill but also any amendments that come 
forward, as they have major responsibility for counter-terrorism.  From an operational point of view, 
responsibility for counter-terrorism lies with the Commissioner of Police, but from a government point of view it 
is the duty of the Premier and the Minister for Police and Emergency Services to try to safeguard the lives of 
Western Australians.   
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During the consideration in detail stage I said that if the Police Service is to carry out its duties effectively and 
adequately, we need to ensure that it has the funds, facilities and equipment to enable it to do its job.  I also 
mentioned that I believe that we must try to ensure that funding is made available to provide thousands more 
cameras in strategic places throughout Western Australia.  The success of the London police service in quickly 
arresting people involved in the bombings and in identifying the bombers came about through not only 
intelligence but also closed-circuit television footage, which showed the terrorists entering train stations quite 
some way from central London.  The underground system is a warren of tunnels throughout the whole of 
London.  It is one of the most extensive underground transport systems in the world.  We need cameras in a 
range of areas.  They need to be located in places in which terrorists would not expect them to be.  If we are to 
catch these sorts of people, we must have more cameras throughout Western Australia.  They should be located 
not just in the Perth metropolitan area, although it is extremely important that they are also there.  London has a 
large number of cameras within the greater London area because of the IRA bombings that occurred in the 1970s 
and 1980s.  Those cameras are still in operation and have been added to in London and outer metropolitan areas.  
We need to do the same thing here.  It is an unfortunate expense that we must meet, but if we are to do 
everything in our power to safeguard the lives of Western Australians, we must be prepared to commit funding 
and resources.  I am delighted that the bill has reached this stage and that it will soon be on its journey to the 
other place.  It is my fervent wish that the bill will be debated and passed in the other place as soon as possible so 
that the lives of Western Australians can be safeguarded as much as possible.   

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 
 


